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AURA drops condemnation award appeal 
Bv DAVE SHERIDAN 

The Auburn Urban Renewal Agency, in a 
vote 11 days ago, decided not to appeal a 
condemnation award by a three-man 
commission to the owner's of Gardner's 
Collision Service. 

The vote reversed a decision made at a 
Sept 7 meeting of the agency, when 
members said they felt the award was too 
high. 

The vote at the Sept 21 meeting was 
unanimous in favor of dropping the appeal 
and followed a closed-door conference be
tween agency members and Vito Fastore. 
the AUKA condemnation attorney 

When asked this morning why the appeal 
had been dropped, AURA Executive 
Director l̂ awrence A. DiCenzo said the 
award 'actually was not that much higher" 
than the agency's appraisal. 

When asked why the meeting with Pastore 
had been closed to the press, DiCenzo said it 
was because "certain things are said about 
the commissioners and other people." He 
did not elaborate 

The award for the former Gardner's 
Collision Service property on Ijncoln Street 
was $77,000. The agency offered 133,000 for 
the property AURA's two appraisals were 
$.13,000 and $53,000 

One of the reasons cited by AURA 
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members for appealing the condemnation 
decision was a fear the agency would run out 
of money for land acquisition before all the 
parcels scheduled to be purchased had been 
bought 

It was revealed the day before the 
meeting AURA may not be eligible for 
additional federal money for land pur
chase and other uses Earlier, it has been 
believed at least one "amendatory" to the 
agency's contract with the U.S. Government 
would be allowed An "amendatory" is an 
euphemism for additional aid because of 
cost overruns 

On the night AURA voted not to appeal the 
condemnation decision, it also voted to ask 
for $600,000 in extra federal money for 
relocation expenses 

Whether any of this money could be used 
for acquisition of property, and whether it 
represented a change on the part of the 
federal government, was not immediately 
clear. 

DiCenzo said another reason for not ap
pealing the condemnation decision was "the 
cost of appeals would run quite high." Asked 
how mucn an appeal would cost, he said, 
"several thousand dollars," but would not 
be more specific 

The decision was not revealed until 
Monday because there was no one present 
but agency members and attorneys when 
the vote was taken at the Sept. 21 meeting. 

After passing some resolutions, the 
agency went into executive session to 
discuss the condemnation case and another 
matter, according to DiCenzo. 

By the time the meeting was reopened, it 
was about 10:15, he said 

AURA frequently allows members of the 
press to remain during what otherwise 
would be executive sessions on the con
dition what is said during the meetings is 

off the record." 
DiCenzo said he "was supposed to call" 

the news media, the next day to inform them 

of the decision, but forgot 
The decision was alluded to briefly at last 

Thursday's meeting of the Urban Renewal 
Agency, although it was not clear from 
DiCenzo's remarks then what action, if any, 
had been taken 

When asked this morning, DiCenzo said 
the vote had been taken when the meeting 
was reopened following the executive 
session 

When asked how often the agency reopens 
meetings after the press has left, DiCenzo 
said, "not very often - hardly ever." 

In response to a request for copies of the 
minutes of the Sept 21 meeting, DiCenzo 
said he could not supply them because they 
contain summaries of statements made 
during the executive session. 

He displayed part of a copy of the minutes 
of the meeting, showing the unanimous vote 
on the resolution not to appeal, but said he 
would seek legal advice before supplying 
copies of the rest of the minutes. 
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EDITORS NOTE: The following 
information concerning the history of 
the Letchworth family in Cayuga 
County has been compiled by a Scipio 
historian. 
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William Pryor Letchworth, who donated 
his country home and more than 1,000 acres 
to the state in 1907 as the nucleus of what is 
now known as Letchworth Park, spent most 
of his youth in Cayuga County. 

He was the fourth child of Josiah 
Letchworth and Anne Hance, who came to 
Moravia in 1828. Josiah was bom in 
Philadelphia in 1791 and married the 
daughter of Jediah and Sarepta Hance in 
Burlington, N.J. in 1815. The couple had 
eight children. 

The family lived for a while in Burlington, 
where the first two children were born, 
Mary Ann and Eliza Sarepta. The Letch-
worths then moved to Chaumont, in 
Jefferson County, where the first boy, 
Edward Hance, was born. In 1823 the family 
moved to Brownsville near Watertown, 
where William Pryor was born in 1823. 

Another son, George Jediah, was born in 
Brownsville, in 1827, and the next year the 
family moved to Moravia. Apparently there 
is not much known about their stay there, 
except that another daughter, Hannah 
Maria, was born there in 1829. 

In 1832 they moved to Sherwood, and 
^apparently opened a saddlery business. A 
census of that time showed a saddlery shop 
in the hamlet, on the east side of Rt. 34B, the 
second house north from the corner of 
Aurora Sherwood Road. At the corner stood 
Slocum Howlands' store, still preserved and 
now part of the museum, then came a 
saddlers, shop and a tailor's shop. 

Two more children were born while the 
family lived in Sherwood, Charlotte 
Thompson and Josiah. Apparently the 
family later moved to Auburn, as the father 
died in Auburn in 1857 and the mother in 
1876. Both are buried in Fort Hill Cemetery. 

William Pryor Letchworth was the only 
member of the family who really left his 
mark. He apparently did well enough in the 
business world so that he could retire in 1873 
at the age of 50 aria devote his time to his 
estate. 

Some of his brothers and sisters remained 
in Cayuga County and their descendants still. 
live around here. Eliza Sarepta, the second 
oldest, married Zebulon Hoxie in 1837, and 
one of their-grandchildren lives in Auburn. 

Edward Hance Letchworth also moved to 
Buffalo and joined the firm of Pratt & Letch-, 
worth. His younger brother George Jediah 
moved to Auburn when he was 18 and 
worked for the saddlery and hardware firm 
of Hayden & Holmes, which later became 
Hayden & Letchworth. He lived in Auburn at 

countryhome, "Meadowbrook" near 
Moravia, west of the village near West Hill. 
Of the many barns and outbuildings only one 
house is left today. 
■ Hannah Maria Letchworth . married 

William Howland, brother of Emily 
Howland, and her sister Charlotte married 
Byron Clark Smith. The youngest son, 
Josiah, also joined the Buffalo firm. He died 
in Glenwooa Beach in 1913 and one of his 
daughters, now in her 90s, still comes to 
Cayuga County to spend summers at her 
Owasco Lake home. 

The Scipio historian admits that some of 
the information is sketchy, but then most of 
it is taken from census figures and birth and 
death records, which do not supply much 
information on what we would call today the n a y u c u oc L«CW_IIWVI UI. n c uveu 111 nuuui 11 at *****-* ••~~*'" ~" "■—» "v 

his "Melrose" home, and also owned a/' lmman interest" side 

One hospitalized, eight injured 
in three-car Skaneateles crash 

Nine Auburnians were injured Monday 
morning in a three-car crash at the in
tersection of Old Seneca Turnpike and 
Fennell Street in Skaneateles, State Police 
from the Lafayette station said. 

One of the injured, Stefania Myrglot, 51. of 
134 VanAnden St., was admitted to Crouse-
Irving Hospital with neck injuries. She was 
listed in satisfactory condition today, 
hospital officials said. Eight others involved 
in tne accident were treated and released at 
Atiburn Memorial Hospital, according to 
Trooper J.A. Sheridan. 

According to reports, a car owned by Roy 
R. Wilson of 64 West St. was westbound on 
Old Seneca Turnpike when his car stalled at 
the intersection of Fennell Street. 

Another Auburnian, Leo Marcus, 34, of 231 
Melone Village, traveling east on Old 

Seneca Turnpike, stopped to talk to Wilson, 
State Police said. The Myrglot vehicle came 
over a hill crest and struck the Marcus car 
and then skidded to the left and struck the 
Wilson vehicle, troopers said. 

Treated at Auburn Memorial Hospital 
were Wilson, Frank Green, 22, of 49 Clark 
St., and Joseph-Overstreet, 29, 7 Seminary 
Ave., all passengers in Wilson's car. 

Four passengers in Marcus' car were 
treated: Curtis McLaurin, 24, Linda Harris, 
15, and Marie Dempsey, both of 1 Rock Ave., 
and Helen Wilson. 17. of 217 Melone Village. 
Marcus also was treated and released. 
Hospital authorities said most were treated 
for neck and back strains. 

Marcus was charged with having stopped 
improperly on the highway and unsafe tires. 
He will appear before a Skaneateles town 
justice Wednesday night. 

Will the canal be built? 
By KATE HUDSON 

Jordao-Elbridge correspondent 
In 1825, when canals were the main means' 

of transportation, The Clinton Ditch had 
crossed the state and the Eire Canal, built 
wider and deeper had replaced the ditch for 
the most part, but many places had locks 
from one canal to the other to continue 
service to mills not too far from the canal. 

The citizens of Skaneateles, Homer, 
Cortland and Elbridge, in 1825, sought to 
have a canal constructed from Jordan to 
Homer, by way of Skaneateles Lake. On Oct. 
15,1825, a meeting was held in Skaneateles 
with William Gibbs as chairman and John S. 
Furman, clerk. It was decided to raise funds 
for surveying the route from the head of the 
lake to Homer for the purpose of securing 
the necessary data to lay before the canal 
commissioners. 170 was secured by cir
culating a subscription paper and the 
chairman and clerk, with David Hall, were 
appointed a committee to conduct the 
Proceedings. 

An effort was made to secure the services 
of David Thomas to make the survey, but, 
failing, the committee engaged Farren S. 
Benedict. Four days were consumed in 
making the survey from the lake to Homer, 
and three days from the lake to Jordan, at 
an expense of $70. 

The second meeting was held Oct. 26,1825, 
with Isaac Sherwood, as chairman, John S. 
Furman, clerk, and a committee consisting 
of Isaac Sherwood, Warren Hecox, Dr. 

imuel Purtet, WillianiGibbs, F. G. Jewett, 

Pharis Gould and David Hall was appointed 
to wait on Governor DeWitt Clinton and the 
canal commissioners in Jordan on the 29th 
inst. and hand them the minutes of the 
survey and to transact such other business 
in promoting the canal project as they might 
think proper. 

The promoters went ahead with their 
campaign and collected a vast amount of 
data in field work. A memoranda addressed 
to the Senate and Assembly was printed 
asking the canal commissioners to cause a 
complete survey and estimate of this route 
and to locate a canal in the said route in case 
they deemed it proper. 

Tne letter reaa, "The undersigned having 
been appointed a committee of inhabitants 
of Skaneateles to procure a survey to 
ascertain the practability of constructing a 
canal from Erie Canal at Jordan to Homer, 
beg leave to submit for your consideration: 

"That from an actual survey, made by a 

competent engineer, Skaneateles Lake is 
found to be 4404 feet above the Jordan level. 
That the summit level between Skaneateles 
I>ake and Homer is 4424 feet above said 
lake and 191 feet higher than Homer. (This 
summit, which terminates in a narrow 
ridge, may be cut down 40-ft or more with 
comparative ease.) That the supply of water 
on this level has been ascertained to be 
abundant beyond all doubt and may be 
obtained at small expense. That materials 
for constructing locks, either of stone or 
wood.are found on the line of the proposed 
canal: and that the soil of the part to be 
excavated is gravelly and easy to excavate. 
The whole distance from Jordan to Homer 
on this line is 34 miles, from which deduct 
Skaneateles Lake and such streams as may 
be at very little expense, rendered 
navigable, there remains only 14 miles to be 
excavated. 

" (Concluded Wednesday > 

Bellona man 
faces DWI charge 
Richard O. Smith, 43. of Bellona was 

charged Sunday with driving while in
toxicated and-unlicensed operation after he 
was stopped on Rt. 38A. in Moravia by 
Cayuga County Sheriff's deputies. 

Deputy Set. Joseph Badran said the man 
was stopped about 1:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Arraigned before Moravia Town Justice 
Lawrence Fleckenstein he was committed 
to jail in lieu of $250 bail for reappearance on 
Oct. 5. 

Drapery class changed 
Auburn adult education director Matthew 

Carnicelli reported that a class in drapery 
construction has been changed from 
Wednesday afternoon to Wednesday 
evening. .. 

Persons interested in taking the course 
may enroll this Wednesday. The class will 
meet from 7 to 9 p.m. at Auburn High 
School. . „ . «" , 
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