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Dear Mr. Mryglot, 
 
Mary Ellen Erdie and Jane Childrey of our Alumni Office forwarded your inquiry to me. 
I took a look at the printed School catalogs from around the time period you specified; 
back then--convenient for researchers--the catalogs included rosters of students, with 
their hometowns. As far as we know, there were no yearbooks at that time. 
 
I found your grandfather's name in only one catalog, that for 1917-18. (My impression is 
that these were published ahead of the academic year listed on the cover, as a recruiting 
tool, so this one would be published sometime in 1917.) In that catalog, which includes 
lists of the Senior Class 1915-16 and the Senior Class 1916-17, Charles M. Sullivan of 
Auburn, N.Y., is listed on the "Register of Students below Senior Class." That would 
indicate that he was slated to graduate in 1918 or later.  
 
In that same catalog, under Prize Winners 1916-17, I found Charles Sullivan listed as 
winner of the Ronan Oratorical Medal, "which is awarded the member of the school who 
excels in the the delivery of an original oration at Commencement." 
 
I then looked in the 1918-19 catalog, which lists the Senior Class 1917-18. Charles 
Sullivan appears neither on that list nor in the Register of Students below Senior Class, 
which tends to indicate that he was no longer a student at Pennington--and therefore 
didn't actually graduate here.  
 
This was the World War I period, and the School had become almost a military school at 
that point. (If you look at the detailed School history on our website, you'll see a photo of 
the drills.) We know that some young men enlisted--or were drafted, I suppose. I did 
check catalogs from succeeding years in case your grandfather had returned later, but I 
didn't find his name anywhere. 
 
The Archives includes some handwritten ledgers that include late registrants, listings by 
term, and the like, and it's possible (although, to be honest, not necessarily likely) that 
we might unearth a few more clues about your grandfather there, if we have ledgers 
from the relevant years. Unfortunately, those ledgers are currently in storage because of 
construction, so I can't consult them right now. 
 
I hope the information I've provided is of some help. Please let me know if you have any 
other questions that you think I might answer. 
 
Lissa Kiser 
 
A. Melissa Kiser 
Director of Special Projects 
Teacher of English 
T: 609-737-6116 
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