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The Airfield Problem 
Immediately following the second Elizabeth plane 

crash there was strong agitation in Elizabeth to have the 
Newark Airport closed on the ground that it was a serious 
hazard to the surrounding populace. 

At the time it was said in this column that they could 
go ahead and shut down Newark, but that it would not 
solve the problem with any degree of permanence. 

Since then there has been a third crash, and the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, faced with now overwhelm
ing local public opinion, closed the port. 

That let the citizens of Elizabeth sleep a little better,, 
but admittedly provided no solution for an issue that is 
basic and nationwide. 

Because of the third crash new information has come 
to the public's attention which would substantiate the 
editorial claim that closing airports isn't the answer. 

* * * ♦ 

Let us review briefly what is involved. 
First, we have air travel here to stay. "Second, we 

know that by coincidence or otherwise, crashes can occur 
in sufficient volume to terrorize residents who are neighbor 
to the airfields. 

Next, we know that we can't put the fields much 
farther away from major centers of population than they 
are already. Even with Newark open, it took Auburnians 
almost as long to go from Newark to New York on the 
bus as it did from Syracuse to Newark on the plane. 

Helicopters shuttling from decentralized airfields to 
the cities were suggested. They might prove a partial 
answer, but it would take too many helicopters to service 
the giant airliners to make such a plan wholly practical. 
What's more, helicopters can crash on cities below the 
same as regulation airplanes do. 

* * ' * * ■ ' 

Because of these and other considerations, it was 
suggested here that the solution to this strictly Twentieth 
Century problem would come by evolution rather than 
revolution. 

In other words it would come not by closing major 
airports but by increased safety, greater mechanical ad
vance, and stricter inforcement of CAA rules governing 
the conditions under which commercial planes take to the 
air. ' • 

There is no real precedent for dealing with this rid
dle. The nearest thing to it within memory is the intro
duction, early in the century, of the automobile. At that 
time the residents along major highways were as alarmed 
as the residents of Elizabeth are today. 

The remedy, however, was not to ban autos or move 
all roadways on which they traveled. The remedy was 
mechanical advance and safety regulation. 

* * * ♦ 
The new information brought into the open by the 

third Elizabeth crash is that the government, rightly or 
wrongly, has failed to enlarge its air safety inspection 
force during a 2-year period in which air travel has 
doubled in volume. 

The day-to-day inspection of every detail of airline 
safety has been entrusted to 369 safety agents of the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration. These agents.are charged 
with making continual inspections to see that airlines fol
low civil air regulations and the specifications laid down 

• in their operations and maintenance manuals. 
A big company—American Airlines—has three CAA 

agents at its Tulsa maintenance base, and one each at New 
York, Los Angeles, Ft. Worth, and Chicago. In the case 
of small feeder lines or non-scheduled lines with few 
planes, one safety agent may have to look after several 
airlines. 

* * * * 
This year the nation's fleet of airliners will expand by 

more than 30 per cent—a record—but again there will be 
no corresponding increase in the federal inspection force. 

On the very face of it this is not right Unless there 
were way too many inspectors before the expansion there 
are certainly not enough now. 

1 It is strongly recommended therefore that the federal 
government, through the Congress, look into the matter of 
an enlarged appropriation for this vital branch. 

An enlarged inspection team throughout the country 
might make a great difference in oar air casualty lists. At 
least it would be a positive approach, whereas closing or 
moving airfields is a negative one and temporary at best 

Hurts to Lose It 
A Korean veteran was thanking his audience on a 

TV program the other night—people he would never see— 
for the blood they had given via the Red Cross. 

It had saved his life, he said, and he was gratefuL 
He hoped more and more people would give more and 
more blood so that others too could go on living after 
they were wounded. 

He summed up his thoughts rather well, we thought: 
"It doesn't hurt to give it," he said, "but it sure hurt* to 

'What'* The Big-Brother Boutin* Today, Chief?* 

jbfW» -rat owmmiosw 

L. Stoke* 

Paid By the Year 
WASHINGTON. — CONGRESS IS OUT OP 

SCHOOL this week oat of respect for Abraham 
Lincoln, or out of respect for Republicans paying 
respect to that giant figure of the ages who looms 
so much bigger than anybody around today. 

Paying respect to Old Abe, 
so far as Republicans go, 
means members of Congress 
scurrying hither and thither to 
•peak at various and sundry 
Lincoln anniversary celebra
tions, luncheons, dinners and 
whatnot. Some of the things 
being said in his name and 
some of the poses and attitudes 
struck by orators would shock 
our Civil War president 

He was an bumble man 
who should be pondered In the heart: 

■ In another few weeks, Congress will mark time 
again, out of respect for Democrats paying respeet 
to two of their giants, Thomas Jefferson and 
Andrew Jackson. Their members will be flitting 
hither and yon to banquet scenes where the 
atmosphere and the things that are said would 
ring strange, too. In the sight and sound of these 
patron saints. 

THEY, TOO, ARE MEN WHO SHOULD BE 
PONDERED IN THE HEART. 

It would seem that perhaps the best way to 
observe the anniversaries of these Republican and 
Democratic champions of the plain people would 
be for Congress to stay here on the job and get 
some of the things done that are waiting to be 
done. It might be pointed out that Congress, now 
in session for six weeks, has got very little done, 
as a-matter of fact. 

That is, except for the appropriations com
mittees which are working diligently at the neces
sarily long and Involved process of preparing the 
supply bills for running the government for the 
next fiscal year beginning July 1. for which Presi
dent Truman recommended 85.4 billion dollars. 

Congress probably will not vote that much, but 
almost that much, and that will throw' our budget 
out of balance. 

To make up part of that. President Truman 
suggested more taxes and. If so minded, the House 
Ways and Means Committee could have been 
working on that already, with a very obvious task 
cut out for it, which, is to close up existing loop
holes by which certain privileged individuals and 
corporations now, escape their Just share of the 
burden. In that way, alone, some five billion 
dollars could be made up {n the deficit which, If 
Congress appropriates the full 85.4 billions asked 

Thomas L. Stokes 
by the president, will run to some 14 billions, 
according to estimates. , 

NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE ABOUT THAT. 
WHY? 

You can get a clue by taking a peek at some of 
the more magnificent repasts laid out for Abe 
Lincoln and/or Tom Jefferson and Andy Jackson 
which, as you know, are staged at from $10 to 
8100 a plate to raise campaign funds for the two 
major parties. 

About the resplendent boards, whether Demo
cratic or Republican, you will spot the representa
tives of various tax-privileged .Interests who not 
only are willing and eager to buy a seat so they 
can hobnob with the politicians who are In a posi
tion to protect their interests, but are ready to 
write mueh more handsome checks at campaign 
time. 

You can understand, then, vwhy members of 
Congress are rushing off to these affairs In honor 
of Abe Lincoln and Andy Jackson and Tom 
Jefferson. 

CAMPAIGNS COST MONEY. 
You can understand, too, why Congress doesn't 

bother too much about such measures as health 
legislation, condemned now as "socialized medi
cine," or federal aid to education, or decent and 
adequate housing, or effective controls to keep 
rents and the cost of living within reason, or even 
such matters as statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, 
long deserved, or even democracy and home rule 
for the American citizens who live In its capital 
city. 

Those are for the common people, of whom 
Lincoln once said God made so many because he 
loved them BO much, and for whom Tom Jefferson 
created a political revolution in 1800 to give them 
a voice in their own government, and who rallied 
about Andrew Jackson because he knew the 
identity of those who would exploit them. 

WE COULD USE SUCH A LEADER TODAY. 
You will hear of all of these things later, yes, 

when it is too late. They will all be included in 
nice resounding phrases in the platforms of both 
political parties, sonorously read from the con
vention rostrum, paragraph by paragraph, and 
published* in your newspapers so that you may 
know bow solicitous your political leaders are for 
your welfare—at some future time. 

Now, of course, could be the time. But Congress 
dillydallies. Its recurrent spells of Inactivity always 
recall the naive soul who once wrote in a letter to 
a local newspaper: / 

"We pay them by the year—why don't they 
work by the year?" 

Not Much Chance 
WASHINGTON.—ONCE MORE THE PRO

FESSIONAL politicians—at the Republican and 
Democratic national conventions in Chicago this 
summer-Mrill pick the two presidential candidates 
tor the rest of us to choose between, whether we 
like them or not 

The people doing the pick
ing for us will be the 1.200 or 
so delegates at each con
vention, some earnest, some 
with very sharp personal axes 
to grind, and the bosses pull
ing the strings. But who picks 
these delegates who have such 
power over us and the future? 

In 81 states the delegates 
are chosen by party machines 
and bosses la state oonven- Tsta i Marlew 
tieas or state committees. In IS states there are 
direct primaries, called presidential primaries, 
where citizens can elect delegates or express prefer
ences for candidates to be chosen later at the party 
soavsaUoiu, . . „ ^ » . „ _ _ 

James Marlow 
No two primaries are alike, thus making this 

presidential primary system one of the most con
fused and glorious messes in American politics. 
In some of these primaries citizens vote their presi
dential preferences while at the same time voting 
for convention delegates whose intentions they do 
not know. In only six of the 16 must delegates 
pledge themselves to vote for certain candidates, 

STILL, THESE PRIMARIES CAN BE USEFUL 
SOMETIMES by showing how the voters are think
ing. For example, in the New Hampshire primary 
March 11 Republicans can express a preference 
among General Eisenhower. Senator Taft and 
Harold Stassen while Democrats do the same be
tween President Truman and Senator Kefauver. 

A candidate (Mr. Truman still hasn't said he 
wants the nomination) who takes a bad shellack
ing these primaries might seem, eves to -a boss-
ridden convention, a hopeless prospect. It's bees 
pointed out that Stasaeas s t ir began to fade after 
Governor Dewey beat him in the 1948 Oregon 
primary although I'd suspect the Dswey people 

. (Conltnaod on Page 18) 

The Poor Man's Philosopher 
Forgotten Valentine 

• y mJU. •OTLBJ 

Feb. 14—(>P)— 
fighting man In 

Tampa, Fla., 
Ths American 
Korea is the 
nation's Valen
tine today. 

But be is 
pretty m u c h 
t a k e n f o r 
granted. A n d 
the war he is 
engaged in is 
less on the lips 
of his country
men than the 
subject of na
tional politics. 

T r a v e l ing 
about the coun
try now you cannot help being 
struck about how much talk there 
is about the coming election, and 
how little there is about the con
flict in Korea. 

The weary months of truce ne
gotiations, the long and intricate 
quibbling over terms for a cease
fire, have more and more eased 
the Korean stalemate into the 
background of the national con
sciousness. 

It is truly becoming a "forgot
ten war." At least for the time 
being. Many people bring up the 
subject only as a springboard for 
a verbal blast about "what's 
wrong with Washington." 

The fresh question of "who do 
you really think will be in the 
White House for the next four 
years," simply holds more national 
Interest than the seemingly 
changeless situation in the fara
way rice paddies and hills of Ko
rea. That wry fact must give the 
American men stationed there a 
blue feeling. 

An officer's wife who recently 
returned with her husband from 
a tour of duty In the Far East 
said: 

"The war seemed very close 
and real when we were stationed 
in Japan. We kept busy working 
in the hospitals where they 
brought the wounded from Korea. 

"When I first came home I was 
mad at the lack of interest shown 
here in the war. But now days go 

i by, and I doift even read about it 
myself. Isn't that a sbasaeful 
thing to have to admit?" 

It is a terrible thing, but a vary 
normal human reaction. The 
farther away a war is, the longer 
it drags on, the less you think 
about It unless you have someone 
dear to you involved in it. 

Among those who do discuss 
the war there is a growing, be
wildered anger. There Is a kind 
of vague clamor for more drastic 
action. 

"I think it's time for us to quit 
being Russia's puppet," said a 
manufacturer. "Why don't we 
march into Manchuria and end 
it?" 

This bold attitude is fairly pop
ular among civilian armchair gen
erals, frustrated by the twilight 
nature of the Korean action. The 
American people are still used to 
old-fashioned wars that had a be
ginning, a middle and an end-— 
wars waged mightily and won as 
quickly as possible. 

They have no appetite, for the 
Asiatic type of warfare, in which 
time is of no great concern, and 
battles flare up and die incon
clusively away. But this is what 
we have in Korea, and to fight a 
series of these nibbling, puzzling 
wars may be our fate for a gener
ation in our slow grapple to halt 
the probing thrusts of Commun
ism in arms. 

Why not march Into Man-
chufia? Many infantry leaders 
feel It would only mire us more 
deeply in a rutted Oriental land
scape, where we might suffer mil
lions of more casualties without 
achieving a final military deci
sion. 

They fear this would only 
widen the area of stalemate and 
spread our resources more thinly, 
opening a wound we couldn't 
cloae without a tremendous Third 
World War. 

The American soldier will have 
a lonely time this Valentine's 
Day, holding a nameless hill in a 
half-forgotten war the folks back 
home don't even like" to talk 
about much any more. 

Frank Barnum Smith of this 
city, pocket billiards champion of 
Central New York, has a busy 
week ahead of him. Tonight at 
Howard's Parlors i s North St., 
Smith will take on Katley of 
Syracuse. Other challengers are 
Bob Beach and Henry Mitchell of 
this city. 

Carl A. Neumetster, trust officer 
of the Cayuga County National 
Bank, is in New York City at
tending a trust conference of the 
American Banker's Association. 

Lecturer James A. Hennessey 
has appointed the executive com
mittee for the annual Knights of 
Columbus Ball to be held Feb. 28 
at the Armory. The committee are 
Edward J. Carroll, Francis C. 
Cuddy, John F. Donovan, Gerald 
F. Fitzgerald, George E. Plnck-
ney, Tobias J. McLaughlin, John 
F. Ring, Fred L. Risser, Edward 
F. Secaur, Dennis F. Sullivan and 
Frederick J. Welch. 

Leon S. Finney has received his 
appointment as postmaster of 
Cayuga. Finney will take over the 
office of the retiring postmaster, 
Eber T. McDonald. s 

Leo N. Shaw, former Au-
burnian, has been elected as
sistant cashier of the National 
City Bank of New York. 

FtFTT TEARS ABO 
(From Dallj Advertiser FUes) 
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Communications 
BDnOR'8 NOTE: This column has received many more com
munications on the Metcalf-Hatch bill and other current 
controversial measures than it can possibly print. Moreover there 
has been much repetition. For these reasons it becomes necessary 
to print only excerpts of such letters received from this day on, 
and then only If they introduce new points or shed farther light 
on the subject. The newspaper regrets that snch editing Is 

" necessary bat hopes its readers will understand the space limita
tion. 

WOT DOGS FOR CANCER? 
TO THE EDITOR: ' 

In a recent Citizen editorial, 
there appeared an article en
titled "An Extremely Serious 
Situation." It stated that a Dr. 
Cornelius P. Rhodes, N. Y., can
cel* specialist, said more dogs and 
cats are needed for vital medical 
research. 

His statement does not agree 
with existing statistics on cancer. 
The American Cancer Society re
ports that N. Y., cancer special
ists and surgeons say they have 

the knowledge and ability to cure 
cancer if they can make an early 
diagnosis, but because of false 
modesty men and women will not 
allow doctors to examine certain 
parts of their body. Others are 
held back by misconception about 
the origin and nature of the 
disease or by financial difficulties. 

So why should more dogs be 
carved up and have to suffer to 
help people that either cannot or 
will not help themselves? 

A. K. 
Auburn 

NEED OUR BACKING 
TO THE EDITOR: 

I could not quite tell from Mrs. 
Edna W. Heazlit's letter in the 
Citizen Saturday night whether 
she was recommending writing in 
favor of Mr. Metcalf's dog-seizure 
bill or against i t 

I have been a contributing 
member of the local S. P. C. A. for 
a good many years and have made 
use of our local shelter many 
times In the past and know and 
thoroughly approve of the fine 

work which the society has done 
and is doing. However, I do not 
feel it is taking a broadminded 
stand on this bill and am sure 
many members of the society feel 
as I do and will write Senator 
Metcalf, Mr. Hatch and Dr. 
Graves expressing their approval 
of the bill. 

Certainly the guardians of our 
public health need our backing in 
this cause. 

PETER T. E. GEBHARD 
Auburn 

CHILDREN MORE IMPORTANT. 
TO THE EDITOR: 

I have been reading the com
munications of late and some of 
them remind me of the "Feudin*. 
Fusaln' and Fightin'" songs. 

If I were a dog, I'd say you 
are barking up the wrong tree. 
What is all this fussing for any
way? I have seen some children 
kick and be extremely brutal to 
their dogs but I have heard of no 
objections in this column. 

Did someone say this bill Mr. 
Metcalf and hie friend are work
ing on is a l in? Why madam, 
didn't you know there is no 
greater sin than to send American 
youth into battle to be maimed 
and blinded for us (or should I 
say Instead of us?) 

- To Help Mankind 
Mr. Metcalf and his business 

associates try to help mankind 
to live longer, healthier lives and 
they receive nothing but loud 

noisy complaining. But when 
Mr. Truman sent our sons, broth
ers and husbands to Korea I 
heard not a whimper as long as 
it didnt happen to us person
ally. 

Who knows but some day you 
who complain the loudest may be 
afflicted with some illness that 
this bill if passed could prevent. 
If it is not passed you may be 
signing your own death certifi
cate and then in your final hour 
wonder why medical .science 
couldn't help yon. 

Yourselves the Victims 
Stop being so ignorant in this 

matter or you may find only 
yourselves to be the real victims 
in the end. 

I have a dog too, bat I also 
have three children who would 
like to live long* after the dog has 
passed away. 

MRS. NAOMI. T. ROGERS. 
Auburn 

CORNELL'S ARGUMENTS WEAK 
TO THE EDITOR: 

It is strange that George Cor
nell could find no stronger argu
ments in favor ot an ambaasador 
to the Vatican than the feeble gen
eralities presented in tonight's 
article (Feb. 13) in the CITIZEN. 

The arguments against the ap
pointment were also presented by 
Mr. Cornell. Fsur of the five are 
here repeated, followed by what I 
trust Is a more worthy presenta
tion of the arguments "for" ths 
appointment : 

1. Against — Ths appoint
ment would show rsligtoss 

preference and give the Ro
man Catholic Church a spe
cial status with ths United 
States Government. 

For — 'Religions Prefer
ence* here falsely implies that 
diplomatic relations necessi
tate juridical relations. Thia 
Is not so. The position of ths 
Catholic Church before ths 
law wosld remain exactly ths 
same as it is now. Nor la 
there any question ot coafes-
aioaal significance. 
Religious Pre*e 

As tor domestic life. 

Harry Hart of the firm of Ken-
yon & Hart, contracting masons 
and bricklayers of Clearfield, Pa., 
is visiting his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Hart of 221% Sey
mour St. 

The delivery sleigh of W. D. 
Tuller, proprietor of the South 
St. Produce Market, loaded high 
with empty boxes, tipped over on 
South St. near the corner of Gene
see St. this morning. The runner 
of the sleigh caught in the corner 
of the trolley track and tipped 
over. Bystanders uprighted the 
sleigh and prevented the horses 
from running away. 

A certificate of incorporation of 
the Locke-Elgin Butter Company 
was filed in the county clerk's 
office today showing capital stock 
of 83,750 of 250 shares; duration 
60 years. Directors for the first 
year are Alanson D. Snover, 
Aaron V. Satins and James N. 
Sealls. ' 

A large delegation of . local 
horsemen and owners of fox
hounds went to Skaneateles this 
afternoon to compete in the horse 
trot and fox chase to he held in 
that village. 

Richard J. McGarr of Oil City, 
Pa., formerly of Auburn, is in 
town today visiting relatives and 
friends. _ . .. 

religious preference already ex
ists in favor ot the Protestant 
clergy. Who, for example, but 
Protestant ministers are chaplains 
to Congress? And could not a 
smart lawyer make trouble for ths 
numerous preachers in different 
sections of the country who dou
ble as public school teachers? 

2. Against—By recognizing 
the Pope as head of a foreign 
state, It would make Catholic 
priests agents of a foreign 
power and put cardinals in 
the dubious position ot hav
ing helped elect a foreign sov
ereign. 

For — Why stop with ths 
priests and cardinals? All 
30,000,000 Catholics of ths 
United States owe the same 
allegiance to the Pope as do 
the priests and cardinals. 
Push the argument and make 
the 30,000,000 sign up as 
agents of a foreign power — 
thereby exempting them all 
from military service. The 
absurdity of this conclusion 
shows the absurdity of the ar
gument. 

3. Against—It's absurd to 
say, as the president does, 
that the mission would be 
merely to Vatican State, a 
tiny 108-acre strip with about 
1,000 residents. Actually, it 
would be to the Pope as head 
of a church. 

Easy to Distinguish 
For—Why do some people 

who can easily distinguish be
tween Rev. Robert Poling, 
Protestant minister, and Can
didate Poling, Republican 
candidate for mayor of Phil
adelphia, or b e t w e e n a 
preacher as a preacher and a 
preacher as a public school 
teacher, find it so difficult to 
distinguish between the Pops 
as Sovereign of Vatican City 
and the Pope as head of ths 
church? And when did intelli
gent men begin to measure 
moral influence for virtue 
and peace in terms of acres? 

4. The fourth argument is 
unworthy ot consideration ex
cept to remark that the sug
gestion to use our ambassa
dor to Italy as a channel to 
the Pope is—when unsup
ported by further argument 
—nothing but a vulgar and 
brazen suggestion that ths 
United States insult the head 
ot a great religious body. 
In view of the elaborate intro

duction given George Cornell as 
one who "Interviewed historical 
authorities, scholars, religious 
heads, and philosophers," we 
think hs might have dons a little 
better. 

INTERESTED CITIZEN 
Aubora 

More than 3,500,Oe* games 
have been rolled in 48 American 
Bowling Congress Tournaments 
but only 11 perfect games havsj 
bees recorded at tbess meetings. 

BRAD THE WANT A M 
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